FINCHALE PARTNERSHIP

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT (C) –5th/6th APRIL 2025
THE PARISH OF BLESSED EDMUND DUKE – EAST DURHAM
Serving the Mass Centres of

          St William         St Joseph, Patrick & Cuthbert     St John Fisher

 Trimdon                          Coxhoe                              Sedgefield 
Fr Swales: 0191 3770542    -   Father McKenzie: 01429 882634
Parish Website: www.blessededmundduke.co.uk

Contact Parish Office – Christine Portues – email – christine.portues@diocesehn.org.uk
or Tel: 07369 207696 (Tuesday and Thursday mornings)
If you would like to donate to our parish please make cheques out to ‘Blessed Edmund Duke’ 
If you prefer bank transfers – ask Christine for bank account details

Mass Stipends – Cash only
Safeguarding Representative for Blessed Edmund Duke – Contact Christine as above
__  Chris McBride – Health & Safety Co-ordinator chrismcbride193@btinternet.com__________
Hospital Chaplains – Durham, Bishop Auckland, Chester-le-Street and Shotley Bridge-

 Contact – Paul Tully at ptully@nhs.net - 01388 818544 or hospital office on 0191 3332183
____North Tees Hospital – 01642-383138   University Hospital of Hartlepool – 01429-522776
NOTICES FOR ST JOSEPH’S PARISHONERS:

· Sanctuary Candle: 14 – John & Elizabeth Nelson
· Legion of Mary – Meetings – Every Tuesday (unless otherwise informed) at 10.00am                               

· Coffee Afternoon – Thursday 12.45pm until 2.00pm unless otherwise informed
· Adoration – No adoration during Lent
· Coxhoe – Stations of the Cross – Wednesday at 9.25am and Saturday at 5.25pm.
· Confessions – before Vigil Mass 5.15pm - 5.40pm______________________________
                             NOTICES FOR ST WILLIAM’S PARISHONERS:
· Sanctuary Candle: 14 – David Dougherty
· Coffee Afternoon – Thursday 1.00pm unless otherwise informed
· Rosary before Sunday Mass from 8:45am - 9:05am.   Coffee after Mass – All welcome.
· Trimdon –Stations of the Cross – Tuesday after morning Mass and Sunday 8.45am.

· Confessions – before or after any Public Mass_______________________________
NOTICES FOR ST JOHN FISHER’S PARISHONERS:
· Sanctuary Candles: 14 – Tom & Mary Murray
·                                    14A – In memory of Jimmy & Edna Cain
· Legion of Mary – Meetings -  Friday morning after Mass (unless otherwise informed)                              
· Sedgefield – Stations of the Cross -  Friday at 9.25am.
· Confessions – before or after any Mass
· Coxhoe – Cake Stall – Raised £196 towards church funds.  Thank you.
· Holy Week – Holy Week and Easter schedule available on the yellow sheet.
· 2nd Collection – this weekend - 6th/7th – Sick & Retired Priests.  This Fund remains open until Sunday 27th April. Individual Private Donations, One-Off Donations and Gift Aid Donations can be sent directly to the NBF Treasurer, Father Ian Jackson, St Joseph's Presbytery, Coast Road, BLACKHALL, Co. Durham, TS27 4HW 
· Holy Week – Joint Masses at St Joseph’s – If you would like to participate in any of the ministries during holy week, please add your name to the sheet by 6th April.  Thank you.

· Trimdon - Easter Raffle - Tickets available at Trimdon.

· Easter Flowers – Donations for Easter flowers will be gratefully received.

· Lottery Bonus Ball numbers – Saturday No. 19 and Wednesday No.53

· Myanmar Earthquake Appeal - Please give to CAFOD’s Myanmar Earthquake Appeal. You can donate online at cafod.org.uk/myanmar or by calling 0303 303 3030. You can also text EARTHQUAKE to 70450 to donate £10.
· Safeguarding for the online update service – If you are with the update service, a volunteer information guide will be given to you at Mass from this weekend.
· The Update Service is a free online subscription service that allows you to keep your enhanced DBS certificates up to date. It enables the Diocese, with your consent, to complete your three yearly DBS check.  However, your Update Service Subscription requires an annual renewal.  If you need any further information regarding this, please speak to Christine your Parish Safeguarding Representative.  
· References: For school headship, deputy headship, head of R.E. and foundation governor in a Catholic school all require that as the parish priest I must attest that the candidate is a practicing Catholic. However good you may be as a person the outward sign that you are a practicing Catholic is Mass attendance. So if you are wanting to apply for these posts you must be attending Mass regularly and also  be known to me as to who you are. Otherwise you make my references worthless and untruthful. With thanks for your cooperation, 
Fr Swales.
· Assisted Suicide: The bill to enact assisted suicide has passed the shambolic committee stage and now comes before parliament in April and possibly May. All the safeguards have been removed and interested parties seeking to protect vulnerable groups were all dismissed. If passed into law, for however limited use, it will inevitably be expanded case by case to universal use. The bishops of England and Wales present a pastoral letter this weekend on this matter as well as cards for you to send to Westminster. If you are so minded please send one of these cards. Thank you.
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